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Coast Guard, DHS § 187.305 

Subpart C—Requirements for 
Participating in VIS 

§ 187.201 What are the compliance re-
quirements for a participating 
State? 

A participating State must comply 
with the following requirements: 

(a) Collect the required information 
listed in subpart B of this part and pro-
vide that information to VIS under the 
applicable Coast Guard-State Memo-
randum of Agreement. 

(b) Obtain specific evidence of owner-
ship, such as the COO or current cer-
tificate of title and/or number, to iden-
tify a vessel’s owner. 

(c) Retain previously issued evidence 
of ownership, such as certificate of 
number, title, or Certificate of Docu-
mentation, and notify the issuing au-
thority or the Coast Guard by mail or 
electronic message. 

(d) Retain information identifying 
the type of evidence used to establish 
the accuracy of the information re-
quired to be made available to VIS and 
make it available to the Commandant 
upon request. 

(e) Update the information required 
to be made available to VIS by pro-
viding, within 48 hours, a copy of trans-
actions that enter, modify, or cancel 
records in the vessel files. 

§ 187.203 What are the voluntary pro-
visions for a participating State? 

A participating State may— 
(a) Provide VIS with the optional in-

formation listed in subpart B of this 
part; 

(b) Make available to VIS updated in-
formation provided by the vessel 
owner, government agency, or secured 
party about a vessel that has been 
moved to a non-participating State of 
principal operation; and 

(c) Interact with non-participating 
States to make information available 
to, or request information from, VIS 
concerning a vessel or nationwide sta-
tistics. 

Subpart D—Guidelines for State 
Vessel Titling Systems 

§ 187.301 What are the eligibility re-
quirements for certification of a 
State titling system to confer pre-
ferred mortgage status? 

The Commandant, under 46 U.S.C. 
31322(d)(1)(A) and § 187.13, may certify a 
State vessel titling system that meets 
the requirements of this subpart as 
complying with the guidelines for ves-
sel titling systems. This certification 
is for the purpose of conferring pre-
ferred mortgage status on a mortgage, 
instrument, or agreement granting a 
security interest perfected under State 
law, covering the whole of a vessel ti-
tled in that State. The State must also 
comply with the VIS participation re-
quirements of § 187.11 and subpart C of 
this part and make vessel information 
it collects available to VIS. 

§ 187.303 What terms must a State de-
fine? 

A State must define the terms ‘‘cer-
tificate of origin’’, ‘‘dealer’’, ‘‘docu-
mented vessel’’, ‘‘issuing authority’’, 
‘‘manufacturer’’, ‘‘owner’’, ‘‘person’’, 
‘‘secured party’’, ‘‘security interest’’, 
‘‘titling authority’’, and ‘‘vessel’’ sub-
stantially as defined in § 187.7. 

§ 187.304 What vessels must be titled? 

A State must require that all vessels 
required to be numbered in the State 
under 46 U.S.C. chapter 123 be titled 
only in that State, if that State issues 
titles to that class of vessels. 

§ 187.305 What are the requirements 
for applying for a title? 

(a) A State must require application 
for a title within a specified period of 
time, not to exceed 60 days, after a ves-
sel required to be titled is first pur-
chased, ownership is transferred, or 
there is a change in vessel data listed 
on the certificate of title. 

(b) A State must require disclosure in 
its titling application form of any se-
cured party holding an unsatisfied se-
curity interest in the vessel. 

(c) The application must include an 
entry for identification of the State or 
country in which the vessel was last 
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